
An exclusive adventure. An experience of a lifetime.
PALIO DI SIENA 2017

VILLA MONTECASTELLO TUSCANY

    AUGUST 12-19, 2017



Il Palio di Siena
The Palio di Siena is the most important, exciting and historical race 
in all of Europe.  The ancient event is preceded by a march display-
ing tradition of over 500 years around the unique square called ‘ Il 
Campo’, itself  maybe the most astounding architectural backdrop to 
any such celebration.  The Palio represents a unique opportunity to 
live among the energy, warmth and passion of the city of Siena and 
its people, who continue celebrating and live the Palio throughout the 
entire year.  In this exclusive, week long itinerary, Villa Montecastello 
will grant you exclusive insider access to the very best of the festivities 
surrounding the Palio di Siena and share the true joys of living life to 
the fullest in Tuscany.

With the earliest known origins of the race dating back to medieval 
times, the first modern Palio took place in 1656.  In the Palio, vari-
ous Sienese ‘contrade’ or neighborhoods of the city of Siena, com-
pete against one another in a showcase of distinct heritage in a horse 
race that takes place in the heart of the city in the famed Piazza del 
Campo.  The Sienese live the Palio with great passion that radiates 
throughout the city and creates an unsurpassed energy.  We will se-
cure a coveted, private window to the Palio on the Piazza del Campo 
for you, where you will witness the historic parade of horses, knights, 
heralds, musicians and flag flyers.  You will marvel with the enthusi-
asm of the crowd and immerse yourself  in the race as the sound of the 
cannons fire and the horses race toward victory.  

On your exploration of the Tuscan countryside, led by taste maker 
and food and wine expert, Jens Schmidt, you will experience the most 
exquisite food and wine the region has to offer.  The architecture and 
art of the area are inescapable, and you will explore Italy’s masterpiec-
es on day trips to the Academia in Florence, and the Siena Painting 
Gallery and Cathedral.  Food tours, private yoga classes and spa treat-
ments are just some of the  delights that await you on the impeccably 
curated, luxury adventure.



Villa Montecastello
Your home during your stay in Tuscany will 
be the exclusive private estate, Villa Mon-
tecastello, an 11th century restored fortress 
perched high atop a hillside overlooking 
the Elsa River Valley.  The Villa has been 
immaculately renovated to offer its visitors 
an authentic luxury experience in Tuscany 
centered around food and wine.  Located 
20 minutes north of Siena, the Villa is 
surrounded by olive groves, with vineyards 
and nature reserves at its base.   Villa Mon-
tecastello is a full size working organic 
farm, producing the gold metal award 
winning Primo Olio extra virgin olive oil, 
as well as a unique and vast assortment of 
garden produce and herbs which will be 
used in preparing your farm to table meals 
throughout the week.  The villa is home to 
an array of farm animals including the local 
breed of Cinta Senesi pig, donkeys, chicken 
and guinea fowl.  Our pool offers an oasis 
for relaxation and 180 degree views over 
the beautiful landscape.        

At Villa Montecastello, we’ ll open the 
doors to local artisans and farmers lives, 
tour the vineyards of Montalcino with 
you, drink the finest wines and you’ ll take 
cooking classes from an instructor at the 
forefront of Italian cuisine.  This week long 
journey will immerse you in the true joys of 
Italian culture and inspire you for years to 
come.     



Villa Montecastello is the vision of proprietor and architect, Jens 
Schmidt, who is also a wine expert and founder of the US wine and 
specialty food import company, Montecastelli Selections.  Jens is a 
true renaissance man, and is also a talented self-taught chef, who has 
cooked for Chef Guenter Seeger and renowned food writer Michael 
Pollan, among others.  

At one time a working artist in New York and across northern Europe, 
Jens now makes his own organic olive oil from the groves surround-
ing the villa, runs an extensive organic vegetable and herb garden and 
raises Cinta Senese pigs, chicken, donkey and horse that all live in the 
surrounding property around Villa Montecastello.  The Cinta Sen-
ese pigs are Jens’ inspiration to produce his own high end salumi and 
charcuterie, and his friendships to top boutique vineyards all around 
Tuscany and Italy allow him to offer villa guests exceptional wine 
experiences.  Jens is passionate about sharing truly authentic farm to 
table eating, paired with the best wines from around Italy. 

As your host and guide, Jens will personally welcome you to Villa 
Montecastello, share with you his vast knowledge of Italian culture, 
wine and cuisine, and lead you through a hands on cooking experience 
using the ingredients straight from his extensive organic vegetable 
garden and animal farm.  With Jens’ insider access, you will tour two 
leading boutique Tuscan vineyards and be their personal guests for a 
vineyard lunch, receive an unparalleled wine education, explore small 
hilltop villages and Tuscan cities, dine in the best local restaurants 
and trattorias in all of Tuscany, and have an exclusive, hard to secure 

private window to the Palio.

Your host, Jens Schmidt



Itinerary
Day 1
Arrive to Florence hotel for a meet and greet and welcome snack.  Visit and tour the Accademia 
and dinner at top restaurant in Florence.  Overnight at Villa in Florence.

Day 2
Upon your arrival to Villa Montecastello, we will welcome you and explore the grounds, sharing 
with you a short education on farming, biodynamics and olive oil making.  A fun fi lled cooking 
class using our farm fresh ingredients followed by lunch.  You will have time to relax by the pool 
and soak in the romantic Tuscan countryside. We will start the evening with a Prosecco toast 
watching the sun set over the countryside followed by a grand welcome dinner at Villa Monte-
castello.

Day 3
� e morning will start with an on site yoga class, followed by a trip to Montalcino to explore 
and taste at a top boutique Brunello vineyard, followed by a winery lunch with the wine maker.  
In the afternoon there will be a guided food tour of the best of Tuscany, followed by dinner at a 
2 Michelin restaurant.

Day 4
Il Palio di Siena historic celebration with dinner at the best restaurant in Siena

Day 5
To wind down from the excitement of the Palio activities,  today will be your choice of where 
you want to visit in Tuscany.  Just let us know and your guide will lead you there.

Day 6
We will continue to explore the beauty of the World UNESCO Heritage city of Siena at the 
Cathedral and Siena Painting Gallery, followed by a winery lunch and tasting at a top boutique 
vineyard.  Farm to table dinner at Villa Montecastello.

Day 7
� e morning will start with an on site yoga class followed by free time to enjoy the pool, hike, 
read and rejuvenate.  An afternoon wine class exploring the indigenous wines of Italy will be 
followed by a farewell dinner at Villa Montecastello.

Day 8
Breakfast good byes and departure for airports.



Villa Montecastello will be your private Tuscan oasis during this week long Palio adventure.  We invite you to immerse yourself in the 
sights and sounds of nature, eat to your heart’s content, and to relax by the pool with a glass of Prosecco and soak in the sprawling views of 
the Tuscan countryside.  

� e week includes 6 overnight accommodations at Villa Montecastello with concierge service, ,1 overnight accommodation at Villa in Flor-
ence, all transport with private luxury car service, all meals including 1 high end dinner at top Florence restaurant, 1 high end dinner at 2 
Michelin star restaurant, 1 Palio dinner at best restaurant in Siena, 4 private farm to table dinners at Villa Montecastello, 2 winery lunches.  
Unlimited water and wine from our expertly curated house selection of high end wines from all over Italy, cordials and cigars.  Cooking and 
wine class, museum visit to Academia in Florence, Siena Painting Gallery and Cathedral and food tour included.  Exclusive private window 
to the Palio.  Private morning yoga classes off ered, as well as daily laundry services for no additional charge.   Private guide included.  Air-
port pickup and drop off  at Florence or Pisa airports only.    

All Inclusive Accommodations



Room Availability
Villa Montecastello off ers 6 room options of varying sizes and pricing, each is fi lled with beautiful antiques, luxurious linens and utter warmth and 
charm.  � e Villa Montecastello has many shared sitting areas both inside and out, a library fi lled with books about Italy, food and wine,  as well as 
a professional chef ’s kitchen where your cooking classes will take place.

-Leccino Luxury Suite $9,200.00 per person for double occupancy 
� e largest apartment with one bedroom, a private living room , kitchen and extra large en suite bathroom 
-Frantoio Suite $8,500.00 per person for double occupancy
Our most romantic room, beautifully appointed with a canopy bed and en suite bathroom 
-Pendolino Studio $7,900.00 per person for double occupancy
A charming studio with private, en suite bathroom and kitchenette 
-Foresteria $8,200.00 per person for single occupancy
A beautiful large bedroom with private en suite bathroom 
-Moraiolo bedrooms (2) $8,200.00 per person single occupancy
Cozy and lovely rooms with private bathrooms in the hallway, just a few steps outside the room 

Not Included in Pricing: Airfare, extra transportation outside of listed activities or pickup locations, extra wine outside of house selection.



50% deposit is required to secure your booking, 50% balance is due two weeks before departure.  Credit card is required to hold your book-
ing.  Deposit payment can be made by credit card via Pay Pal or Personal Check made payable to Montecastelli Selections.  All major credit cards 
accepted.

Cancellation Policy:
-More than 8 weeks prior to tour date: Deposit will be refunded, minus Pay Pal fees, $100 processing fee and cost of private Palio window
-Less than 8 week prior to class date:  No deposit shall be refunded 

ACCEPTING 2017 EARLY BOOKINGS - 5% DISCOUNT IF BOOKED BY MARCH 2017

� ird party travel insurance is recommended in case of last minute cancellation due to emergencies.  
For recommended travel insurance providers see here: http://www.frommers.com/articles/6438.html

Please contact us to inquire about availability (973)327.2336 or amie@montecastelli.com

Booking Terms and Conditions


