
A TUSCAN WINE ADVENTURE  
with JOHN LIVINGSTON

VILLA MONTECASTELLO

MAY 1 - MAY 6, 2017



John Livingston 

John Livingston is a passionate wine expert who has been in the wine business for over twenty years.  Not 
satisfi ed with merely drinking wine, John searches it’s depths for the soul of the wine, seeking out the story 
of each particular wine for clues and sensations, for stories that unlock the imagination. During this week 
of wine exploration, John will transport you to old vineyards passed down from generation to generation, 
introduce you to the best boutique wine makers in Tuscany, and share his knowledge and passion, unlock-
ing the mysteries of wine and deepening your knowledge, leaving you with an unwavering love for Italian 
wine. 

John’s deep passion for wine was born while fl ipping through the pages of Kermit Lynch’s Adventures On 
the Wine Route.  Kermit was one of the fi rst to travel the back roads of France to fi nd small, high quality 
wine producers he could sell in America.  Inspired by the stories, John soon began unearthing these kinds 
of producers himself.  Now, all these years later, John is excited to share the relationships he has made with 
some of the fi nest wine producers, opening the doors to these wine makers lives and cellars. 

� ere is no better setting for this magical, intimate and all-inclusive week, than the Villa Montecastello, 
where John’s love for Tuscany begins.  From the seductive charm of the Tuscan hills as seen from every view 
at this hilltop villa, to the impeccable Tuscan cuisine, there is no place better equipped to be the home base 
for exploring this region than this magnifi cent luxe-agriturismo.

� e 1000 year old exclusive estate, Villa Montecastello, is a working organic farm and olive orchard that 
has been immaculately renovated to off er its visitors an authentic luxury experience in Tuscany.  Located 
one hour south of Florence, the Villa is surrounded by olive groves, with vineyards and nature reserves 
at its base.   Villa Montecastello is a full size working organic farm, producing award winning extra vir-
gin olive oil, as well as a unique and vast assortment of garden produce and herbs which will be used in 
your meals throughout the week.  � e villa is home to an array of farm animals including the local breed 
of Cinta Senesi pig, donkeys, chicken and guinea fowl.  Your week spent in this storybook setting will be 
complemented by clean farm to table eating, magical day trips to ancient local towns and hamlets, and visit-
ing the best boutique vineyards of Tuscany.  Every detail of your week will be taken care of with the utmost 
attention to detail, so all you have to do is arrive and be ready to have John lead you through the wine journey 
of a lifetime.

 



Itinerary

MONDAY
Morning arrival to Villa Montecastello with time to relax, explore and freshen up.  Welcome luncheon recep-
tion, followed by an introduction to wine and tasting seminar.  Sunset prosecco reception and Tuscan dinner at 
Villa Montecastello.

TUESDAY
Breakfast.  Introduction to Chianti Classico.  Depart for a vineyard tour and tasting to a boutique vineyard in 
Chianti Classico with lunch at the wine estate.  Back to Villa Montecastello for time to enjoy the  property and 
the view.  Chianti Classico Wine Class.   Northern Tuscan inspired dinner at Villa Montecastello.  After dinner 
libations.

WEDNESDAY
Breakfast.  Intoduction to Brunello di Montalcino.  Depart for Montalcino for a tour and tasting of Brunello 
at a boutique winery.  Lunch in Montalcino with unbeatable views of the countryside., followed by free time to 
explore the town.    Second winery visit of the day to a boutique Brunello producer in Montalcino, followed by 
dinner at the vineyard with the winemaker.  Late arrival back to Villa Montecastello.

THURSDAY
Breakfast.   Introduction to the Tuscan Coast.  Depart for the Tuscan Coast for lunch and exploration.  Bou-
tique winery tour and tasting on the Tuscan coast.   Back to Villa Montecastello for a Tuscan Coast inspired 
dinner.  After dinner libations.  

FRIDAY
Breakfast.  Mid-morning trip to the town of Colle Val d’Elsa to visit the local artisan butcher.  Lunch in Siena 
at our favorite retaurant, with free time to explore this UNESCO World Heritage city.  Back to the villa for 
some time to soak it all in.  Introduction to Piedmont wines with a seminar and tasting.  Piedmont inspired 
dinner at Villa Montecastello.  After dinner libations.  

SATURDAY
Breakfast, goodbyes and departure for airports.



All Inclusive Accommodations & Pricing

Each room is uniquely furnished with the utmost attention to detail.  All rooms off er luxury hand ironed 
linens,  hand made olive oil soap and shampoo, fresh cut fl owers, air conditioning and free WiFi throughout 
the villa.  Villa Montecastello off ers 8 room options of varying sizes and pricing, each is fi lled with beautiful 
antiques,  warmth and charm.  � e Villa Montecastello has many shared sitting areas both inside and out, a 
library fi lled with books about Italy, food and wine, as well as an on site wine shop, and a cellar with wines 
dating back to the 1970’s.  � e intimate retreat will have a minimum of 6 guests and a maximum of 12 guests.

� e week includes all overnight accommodations at Villa Montecastello, 5 breakfasts, 5 lunches, 5 dinners, 
welcome prosecco reception, all fi ne wines for classes and tours, curated selection of house wine and bottled 
water with meals, plus cigars, champagne and whiskey, private wine expert guide, all local transportation as 
described in the itinerary, airport pickup and drop off  at Florence airport.  Daily breakfast buff et includes lo-
cally baked goods and produce, coff ee, tea and juice.  Special breakfast items available upon request.    
Not Included in Pricing: Airfare, extra beverages outside of itinerary, transportation or activities outside of 
itinerary.

-Leccino Luxury Suite $6200 per person for double occupancy
� e largest apartment off ering the most comfort and space with one bedroom with Queen bed, a private living room 
with pull out sofa bed, fi replace, livingroom area, kitchen and large ensuite bathroom 
-Frantoio Suite $5900 per person for double occupancy
Our most romantic room, beautifully appointed with a King size canopy bed and en suite bathroom with claw foot tub 
-Pendolino Studio $5600 per person for double occupancy, $6000 per person for single occupancy
A charming studio with Queen bed, private en suite bathroom and kitchenette 
-Foresteria $5600 per person for double occupancy, $6000 per person for single occupancy
A beautiful large bedroom with King bed or two Twin beds and private en suite bathroom 
-Moraiolo bedrooms #1 & #2 $5300 per person for double occupancy, $5700 per person for single occupancy
Cozy and lovely rooms with private bathrooms across the hallway, just a few steps outside the room.  Bedroom #1 has 
the option for a King bed or two Twin beds.  Bedroom #2 has a Queen bed.
-Frantoio bedrooms #1 & #2 $5000 per person for double occupancy, $5400 per person for single occupancy
Two beautifully appointed rooms with an extra large shared bathroom just a few steps outside the room. � ere are two 
separate rooms in the bathroom for extra privacy, one for the toilet and one for the shower and vanity.  Perfect for two 
friends who want their own room but don’t mind sharing a bathroom.

50% deposit is required to secure your booking, 50% balance is due two weeks before departure.  Deposit 
payment can be made by Credit Card (Visa, Mastercard, American Express or Discover) or Personal Check 
made payable to Montecastelli Selections.  

Contact Villa Montecastello for availability or to book (973) 327.2336 or amie@montecastelli.com
For more on Villa Montecastello, visit www.montecastelli.com


